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Dear Dr Smith 
 
Dog Control Order 
 

Whereas we recognise the importance of ensuring that dogs are adequately controlled, we have 
some particular concerns over the enforcement of the proposed orders, particularly in relation to 
Access Land.  
 
We commented on the original Dog Control Orders in 2013, and many of the comments we made 
then remain valid. Nevertheless, I trust that the lessons of the last 7 years have been learned and 
the new PSPOs are used sparingly. We would like to offer the following comments which we 
hope will be helpful in your evaluation of the proposals: 

The proposed requirement to put a dog on a lead is only being enforceable when directed by a 
council officer.  We feel that this is unenforceable on areas of open country, but will raise public 
and landowner’s expectations.  

This could lead in turn to increased demands placed on National Park Rangers to enforce 
restrictions which they are not empowered to do. Rangers at the moment request that the public 
control dogs at specific vulnerable times of bird nesting and lambing based on pre -existing 
legislation created in the wider context of public access. A year -round restriction might make 
enforcement at these key times more difficult as the public are less inclined to listen. Alternatively 
some land managers may take the law into their own hands, or use their own signs to enforce 
the ban.  

It is very important therefore that the HPBC/SMDC must be vigilant to ensure that the proposals 
are clearly understood and enforcement is resourced properly. 

The removal of dog faeces appears to place a responsibility on the owner to act regardless of 
whether the owner is directed to do so by an officer of HPBC, whereas the requirement to put a 
dog on a lead reads as only being enforceable when directed by a council officer.   We suggest 
that this may cause confusion for both the public and those charged with enforcement. If removal 
of faeces is required, the HPBC must ensure the provision of dog bins is increased to prevent the 
current habit of dog-poo bags being left in car parks, or just thrown in trees.  
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In conclusion, our view is that it would be better if the HPBC/SMDC identified areas where there 
is already a presence by HPBC/SMDC officers and they can demonstrate that conflict already 
occurs such as in urban parks. We feel that using this legislation in its current wide-ranging form 
it will raise expectations and result in conflict. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Fowler 
Chief Executive 
 
Tel. 01629 816323 
Email: sarah.fowler@peakdistrict.gov.uk 
Twitter: @peakchief 
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